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The Aldrich bill is a great disappoint-
ment

¬

to those who want to get money
for nothing

Physicians in the East are recom-
mending

¬

women to ride astride as this
brings far less jars and jolts than the
Bide saddle method

How in the world did the plain peo-

ple
¬

of this country manage to get along
before Jeff Davis of Arkansas was
raised up to take charge of them

The Illustrated World of Kansas
City Mo pledges Missouri to William
H Taft and thinks that Taft and
Knox would make an invincible com-

bination
¬

George Ade the playwright and au-

thor
¬

will be a delegate from Indiana to
the Republican Convention and we
hear the first whisperings of a boom for
ihim for Governor

The Republicans have now a major-
ity

¬

of 50 in the House of Representa-
tives

¬

and their keenest interest is as to
how far this will be maintained by the
elections this Fall

One of the oddities of the Socialist is
that he wants to tie up everybody else
by stringent laws while he demands to
be given the widest liberty without
legal restrictions of any kind

What rough treatment it is for our
naval critics to have our great fleet
pass thru the Straits of Magellan and
encounter all the other trials and vicis-

situdes
¬

of the long hard voyage wlth
outlosing a man or starting a leak

The shopkeepers who cater to the
negro trade in Georgia report them-
selves

¬

delighted with the operation of
prohibition They note a decided in-

crease
¬

in the sale of groceries clothing
and other necessaries of life

The Commoner runs to paragraphs
which people generally take pains to
skip but here is one worth while

Washington reports 20000 cases of
grip not including the one Uncle Joe
has on legislation

Jeff Davis of Arkansas began his
career of Reform with the biggest kind
of an R and his struggle against nepot ¬

ism by putting his two daughters on
the pay roll one as secretary and the
other as laborer He thought it best
to begin the alleviation of the financial
stringency by getting more currency in
circulation in the Davis family

The reform in sausages is assured
The inspectors on duty at the New
York Custom House have been in
structed that if there is any flour or
other cereal in imported sausage it
must be stated on the label This will
operate against the German sausages
all of which include scraps of bread
potatoes or something else besides
meat It must be also stated whether
they are pork or beef sausages

Lieut Gen A R Chaffee is an illus
tration that retirement may come en
tirely too soon to many men He is
now in the prime of his powers and
usefulness and the people who know
ihim recognize this so well that he has
been put at the head of a great project
to construct an aqueduct costing 23

000000 to bring the waters of the
Owens River into Los Angeles This
will afford an opportunity for his ener-
gies

¬

and executive ability well worthy
of him

The abandonment of a cable on the
Brooklyn bridge ends the cable system
of traction in the United States a sys¬

tem which had given excellent service
for 25 years until something better was
developed In the war of electrical trac
tion All the other tramways in the
United States abandoned the cable sys ¬

tem some 10 or fi years ago for the
cheaper and better electric system but
the Brooklyn bridge has retained it
and been alone in doing so

Judge Hariand J Swift Commander
of the Department of New York G A

P is strongly opposed to a consolida-

tion

¬

of tho Pension Agencies and he
gives as his reasons that the veterans
do not want it that they do not want
tiny more red tape with Washington
than they now have that It will make
great delay In receiving pensions and
that It will be more expensive for the
Government The average salary paid
clerks in tho Pension Bureau at Wash ¬

ington Is J12S0V2 per annum while
the average in the Pension Agencies is
but 97799 It will be no economy to
discharge the clerks now employed In

the Pension Agencies and havo their
work done by the employes in the Pen-

sion
¬

Bureaui

AX IXIQTJITOUS DILI
The Irrepressible Chairman Tawney

of the House Committee on Appropria
tions Is up again with another bill lev-

eled
¬

directly at the veterans who are
in tho public employ It will be re-

membered
¬

that Mr Tawney Introduced
a bill of this kind In the last Congress
but the storm that was raised caused
the elimination of the objectionable fea
ture from the bill He has now rein
troduced it A paragraph in the ap-

propriation
¬

bill prohibits tho payment
of any of tho money appropriated on
the civil list for the payment of an
persons who may have become in-

capacitated
¬

for tho performance of the
service for which such person has been
employed This makes it mandatory
upon the heads of Departments to dis-
charge

¬

or at least reduce any clerk
which it may be charged is physically
or mentally incompetent

The trouble is that a host of young
men are being brought into the Civil
Service who have little conception of
the spirit or practice of the Civil Ser
vice and the ink on their appointments
is hardly dry before they begin to as-

sert
¬

their belief that the business of
the Government Is being mismanaged in
a frightfully old fogyish and uneco-
nomic

¬

way The only remedy is to get
rid of the clerks and other officials
above them and give them a chance
to show their superior knowledge and
executive ability

It is ingrained selfishness on the part
of this younger element that is at the
bottom of such measures as these
Everyone who is at all familiar with
public business knows that it is so
complicated and delicate that it re-

quires
¬

many years of actual working
experience to understand and get the
best results from it There are men
past 70 in every branch of the Govern-
ment

¬

service who know more about
public business and can dispatch more
of it than any half dozen young clerks
fresh from the Civil Service Commis
sion They actually know things and
have precedents and routine so thoroly
in their minds that they do not have to
waste any time studying up a question
but can dispose of it at once while a
younger clerk has to spend hours if not
days in trying to get the hang of it

Every head of a Department of the
public service in Washington will at
once testify that he has around him old
clerks who are as alert as anybody and
who have in addition a fund of ready
knowledge gained by long experience
and who are absolutely invaluable to
the public service

Even if this were not so it would be
highly unjust and the worst of public
policy to summarily dismiss old clerks
who have rendered long and faithful
service in this summarily cruel man
ner The Government wants and must
have honest faithful service in its Bu-
reaus

¬

precisely as it must have the
same in its Army and Navy The only
way to secure this is by the assurance
that clerks who conduct themselves
properly shall not bo turned out in
their old age to starve It is far cheap-
er

¬

for the Government to maintain
these old clerks on the rolls or pension
them liberally In proportion to their
service than to adopt tills harsh policy
of injustice The Government is hav ¬

ing trouble enough as it is in keeping
really competent men in its service
against the inducements that corpora
tions and other great businesses are
offering Every civilized Nation in the
world see3 this clearly and that it is
true economy to give its Civil Service
employes not only a reasonable certain-
ty

¬

of retaining their employment but
to provide for them in their old age
This is what we were promised when
the civil war law was inaugurated and
it is a promise that must be made good

As it so happens the majority of the
older clerks are men who served their
country faithfully in the Army and
Navy during the war and therefore this
bill is directed more at them than
against any other class It is they who
will suffer far the most if the bill is al ¬

lowed to pass This was so manifest
that at the last session Gen Keifer and
other friends of the veterans in the
House of Representatives took instant
and energetic action to eliminate the
cruel feature from the bill

Until the Government provides some
way for the retirement of clerks who
have become incapacitated thru age it
will be rank cruelty to allow such a
bill to become a law

AVIKZ MOXWIIMT

We gladly make space for the fol ¬

lowing very excellent letter from an
ex Confederate in relation to the sense
less action of the Daughters of the
Confederacy It shows clearly how the
real Confederate soldiers feel on this
matter

Editor National Tribune In your ex
cellent paper of Jan 30 you have ably
set forth your objections to tho pro
posed monument to be erected to the
memory of Maj Henry WIrz C S A
who cruelly sacrificed the lives of thou
sands of loyal soldiers who were in de
fense of the Union

I am a native of the Stato of Geor-
gia

¬

served under Stonewall Jackson
in Virginia and no man has more re
spect for the daughters of my native
State than I have but no more than I
have for the fair daughters of each and
every other State In this glorious Union
While I esteem and respect the Daugh ¬

ters of the C S A I deplore their
Judgment and tantalizing purpose in
erecting a monument with the proposed
inscription to the most despised man
by loyal citizens of any who were con-
nected

¬

in any way in that devastating
war AVhile your editorial is excellent
and far reaching in that It will come
before the greatest number of the Fed-
eral

¬

comrades yet there are a few ad
ditional thoughts which I desire to pre-
sent

¬

to all readers of The National
Tribune by your indulgence I have no
desire to kindle the expiring embers of
strife as seemingly have the Daughters
of the C S A I simply wish to say
that I give them creuit lor intelligence
that they must know that the WIrz
Monument to tho surviving Federal sol-

diers
¬

is like sliaking a red flag before
an enraged bull and all loyal justice
loving people who may not feel a con
tempt for such misguided people do cer
tainly have pity for them giving them
the benefit of a doubt that perhaps
they dont realize the effect of what
they propose

Comrades of these United States tho
Union you sacrificed so much to save
the Union for which thousands of your
comrades laid down their lives please
consider what I say AVhile The National
Tribune so ably champions the veterans
cause yet you each of you have a per--
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sonal work that you can and should
do a work that no other can do so
effectively as you can7 This means you
reader The greatest American living
or dead Abraham Lincoln first used
these famous words A Government of
the people for the people and by the
people We tho people have our
representatives In tho House and Sen-
ate

¬

at Washington all of whom I as-
sume

¬

are there from choice and as a
rule all are willing to continue to rep-
resent

¬

their respective constituencies
and in order to represent their creators
it is very necessary that they know
just what the majority of their con-
stituent

¬

voters want them to do in their
respective positions especially if the
Representative desires to succeed him-
self

¬

at the next coming election Here
is where individual effort counts I
am not so mentally charged with ego-
tism

¬

as to assume that I an infinitesi-
mal

¬

atom atom of
these United States can accomplish
anything that the influence of my per
sonal efforts would be felt Yet I do
maintain that a large aggregation of
said atoms will invariably accomplish
desired results In union there is
strength united we are the people as
thus far tho voice of the people is the
mandate of the law Lengthy petitions
tp Congress have become stale practi-
cally

¬

noneffective as it is conceded that
a large signature of any kind has no
interest in tho matter one way or the
other when our respective officials
offer their services to the people at an
election if there is at the time any
specially important measure to come
before the next Congress assembles the
matter is discussed before the election
and the respective candidates declare
what their attitude will bo toward such
measures should they be elected This
suffices as his guide so far as it goes
but it does not go far enough While
Congress is in session this AVirz Monu-
ment

¬

is sprung Representatives and
Senators wish to know how each and
every one of his constituent voters feel
what course they wish he should pur-
sue

¬

They cannot represent us unless
they know what the majority desire
Then it is not only a privilege but a
bounden duly we owe to our Repre-
sentatives

¬

to tho people to our com ¬

rades living to our comrades dead that
each of us write a personal letter to
our respective Representatives and
plead in the name of God justice and
humanity in the name and on behalf of
those comrades who laid down their
lives in prison and cannot plead for
themselves In tho name of all that is
sacred to a humane people see that no
monument with proposed inscription
bo erected to the heartless WIrz or any
other similar character in these United
States

Comrade can it be possible that vir-
tue

¬

has sunk so low and vice ascended
so high in the minds of the people that
they will calmly stand and see this
shameful boasting of cruel tyranny
lauded by a monument to stand as a
falsehood for all time Each and
every one of us has a duty to perform
Reader will you do it Dont say you
can do no good I mean to go down
conscious of having done my duty as
I see it so that If possible a Govern
ment of tho people for the people and
by the people shall not perish from
the earth T A Cooper Co C COth
Ga Station B Oakland Cal

no atom 1kvsioiY scaurs
The Cleveland O Leader has an

excellent editorial apropos of the wid-
ows

¬

pension bill In which it says that
the time has passed when such legisla-
tion

¬

provoked much vigorous criticism
A few years ago scares over pension
legislation were a favorite weapon in
the hands of the opposition party but
the Leader says

Tho day when pension outlays can
disturb the country provided due dili
gence is exercised in preventing frauds
has passed forecr The utmost recom-
pense

¬

direct and indirect which can
be made to the soldiers and sailors of
the Union seems all too meager too
inadequate as the greatest of modern
wars drifts farther into the distance
The work they did looms so vast upon
the pages of history so Immeasurably
valuable not merely to one Nation but
to the age and the race that the price--
paid In pensions to those who still sur-
vive

¬

and to the dependents of those
who have gone from earth is utterly
dwarfed by comparison

The country realizes now that the
debt of gratitude to the veterans of
the great war cannot be paid much
longer Tlie shortepliig of the pension
lists goes on at a pace ever becoming
swifter Death is cutting down the pen ¬

sion rolls They will not trouble the
most penurious many years more The
net loss in the last fiscal year in the
number of names enrolled was IS COO

the greatest decrease in any year since
the pension system was established The
work of the Pension Bureau diminishes
steadily Everything looks backward
now in tho Pension Office except grad-
ual

¬

fading from public sight and na ¬

tional Interest It is all pathetic never
again alarming to tho most zealous
guardians of the Treasury

DEATII OF PAST COMMAXDElt AVAIt- -

mis
Osman B AVarrcn Postmaster at

Rochester N II and Past Commander
of the New Hampshire G A It died
January 25 of apoplexy at the age of
C2 Comrade AAarren was born In

Rochester in 1S43 and enlisted In the
9th N H In which ho served to the
end of the war He was Orderly Ser-
geant

¬

of his company and was taken
prisoner at Spotsylvania being con ¬

fined In Andersonvilie Danville Flor-
ence

¬

and Charleston for 10 months
He hus held five commissions as Post ¬

master and was a member of the New
Hampshire Legislature for three years
He entered the Grand Army shortly
after its organization was honored with
many offices in It and was Commander
of the Department of New Hampshire
G A R in 190G He was prominent
in the Masons and Odd Fellows

Tho Japanese only want to be men
and brothers to the whites They To- -

sent any brotherhood with the other
yellow races to which they arc etlino- -
logically kin They havo cither exter
minated or driven off into the cold and
inhospitable islands the Ainos who are
supposed by many among them to be
their ancestors They are now engaged
in ruthless extermination of the For
mosans who are supposed to be their
cousins They call the Koreans Yobo
Yobos or Yellow Bellies and de ¬

spise them a3 mere beasts of burden
without character or brains They have
struck tho tenderest point in the Ko-

rean
¬

heart by ordering them to cut oft
their topknots and are enforcing this
edict from the Emperor down altho
rebellion breaks out frequently in the
rural districts where they have not
been made acquainted with the heavy
hand of the Japanese soldiery The
Chinese are described as monkeys with
long tails who are always looking
backward

The La Folletts partisans are not at
all pleased with the attempt to extend
tho Taft boom into AVisconsin They
say they cannot understand why Taft
agreed to let New York alone and yet
come gunning around the preserves of
Wisconsins favorite son

CONFEDERATE PENSIONS IX OKIA--
HOMA

StlllwateiPoststlrrod up the Okla-
homa

¬

Legislaturp very sharply by Its
resolutions iagalnat the bill to pension
Confederatsoldlers This bill on its
face preteris to give pensions to both
Confederate and Union soldiers but it
expressly cSccludeb from Its benefits
those who mafic pensioned by the
Union Government so that in effect it
means to ay pension only to Confed-
erates

¬

In the Oklahoma Senate they
threw severbl kfns of fits over the use
of the wor rebels and the declara-
tion

¬

in the resolution that a pension
would encourage rebellion The reso
lution was torn up and thrown Into the
wastebasket and the debate expunged
from the records by a vote of 24 to S

In the House of Representatives the
Speaker refused to have it read and
referred it to tho Committee on Rank
Prejudice AVm H Murray the Speak
er of the House wrote an elaborately
sophistical letter in which he argued
that before tho adoption of the consti-
tutional

¬

amendments there was no such
thing as a citizen in tho United States
and consequently no man was guilty of
treason in fighting against the Govern-
ment

¬

The Speakers reasoning was so
lame as to imply that it does not re-

quire
¬

a high order of ability to get into
the Oklahoma House of Representa ¬

tives

AMERICANS DYING OUT

Aiscount DAvcnel has written an ar-

ticle
¬

for the Revue des Deux Mondes
one of the great papers of the world
in which he thinks he has succeeded in
proving by a long array of statistics
that the Anglo Saxon race Is dying out
In this country and the Nation passing
from its control From 1840 to 18C0

about 43 per cent of the Immigrants
were Irish and 35 per cent Germans
Now the Irish and Germans only make
up five per cent each of tho immigrants
the remaining 90 per cent being a
heterogeneous crowd with the Italians
about 28 per cent and the remainder
Slavs from Austria Hungary Russia
or Poland These immigrants breed
rapidly while the original Americans
have exceedingly small families In
Chicago there are only 373000 Ameri-
cans

¬

among the 2000000 inhabitants
He says Tho sterility of the general
American is something appalling vv

UP TO DATE

Delegates to tho Republican National
Convention to the number of 5C have
been chosen to date Of these 4 i are
Instructed and 12 uninstructed as fol ¬

lows
For Fairbanks

Indiana 2C

For Taft
Ohio 1 8

Missouri C

Tennessee J 2
Philippine 2

- I 1

Total IS
Unlnstructcd

Florida L J S

Oklahoma 2
Alabama 2

i- -
Total v r 12

Tho Supreme Court goes on in the
even tenor of its way defining the law
with cold clear cut absolute Interpre-
tation

¬

of its words and spirit without
regard to public clamor or popular
prejudice It declared the employers
liability act to be null and void in spite
of the wishes of the President the
possible emergencies of the campaign or
other extraneous considerations Now
it has startled everyone by showing
that the Sherman anti trust law which
was framed in a trust busting spirit
cuts in an unexpected way It has de
cided that labor unions are conspiracies
in restraint of trade according to the
terms of that law The Supreme Court
calmly reviews the proceedings of Con
gress leading up to the enactment of
the law and finds that there were
strong efforts made to exempt organiza ¬

tions of farmers and others from its
operation but that these failed and
therefore when Congress adopted the
law It meant it to apply as much to
them as it did to the great corporations
against which It seemed to be abso-

lutely
¬

directed The Supreme Court
preserves the spirit of the Constitution
which is distinctly hostile to all class
legislation and resists every attempt
in this direction no matter from what
source Tho Chicago Socialists claim
that this decision will enable the So ¬

cialists to carry the country at te next
election but the rest of us believe as
all good Americans are In the habit
of believing that the Supreme Court
was entirely right and that it3 decisions
must be accepted in their entirety and
obeyed with loyal good faith

The National Grange Patrons of
Husbandry with nearly 1000000 mem
hers has entered actively Into tho cam
paign for good roads believing that
the time has arrived when the deplor
able condition of our highways must
be taken into earnest consideration by
the various authorities from tho Town
ship to tho Nation It favors the Na-

tional
¬

Government lending its assist-
ance

¬

to any movement having for ils
object the establishment of a system
of proper hlghwnys and believes that
It should do as much for the farmers
in this direction as it has done for other
Interests of less magnitude Many hun
dred millions of dfillars have been given
in the way pi cash subsidies and land
grants and there Is no reason why
money should not be appropriated from
tho Nntional Treasury to aid the con-
struction

¬

ofproper highways It urges
an appropriation 50000000 to bo
divided into flvo annual appropriations
of 10000000 cich to be expended
upon tho improvement of public high-
ways

¬

-

People are beginning to remark upon
the rapid increase of flesh by AViUIam
Jennings Bryan In 1S9G ho was trimly
built and a fine figure of a man Now
he is getting almost as much of an
equator as Taft and some men have
actually said that he waddles when he
walks While Bryan neither drinks
nor smokes he has an unusual appetite
and the result is becoming apparent
that if he and Taft should bo the op-

posing
¬

candidates it would be a fat
mans campaign-

AN UNIDENTIFIED HERO
The Carnegie Board of Heroism

should take immediate steps to ascer ¬

tain the identity of a young gentleman
of Anderson Ind who so far modestly
hides his personality from deserved
fame It seems that ho was one of
the prompt visitors at the opera house
for which he deserves commendation
as he was settled there in the darkness
long before the curtain went up Miss
Hllllgoss has also a meed of praise for
being herself early She came in thru
the half light and found her way to
tho seat and with a consideration that
also entitles her to praise she at once
removed her hat so as not to obstruct
the view of those behind her It that
Is tho fashion in Anderson Ind the
women there are much better bred than
those farther East Possibly they are
not so proud of their hats and so eager
to display them to the house Miss Hll-
llgoss

¬

took the three largo pins which
held her hat to her raven or auburn
tresses whichever they may be and
Intended to thrust them one after an ¬

other into the upholstery of the scat in
front She found that they did not en-

ter
¬

as readily as she had expected so
she put her whole force to driving them
and was startled by hearing an acute
yell of pain from in front It seems
that in the obscurity she had mistaken
the young mans shoulders for the back
of the seat Of course she made pro-

fuse
¬

apologies which the young man
accepted with the untutored grace pe
culiar to Indiana and ho furthermore
diminished her confusion by disappear ¬

ing without making known his identity
A young man of this mettle should be
known admired emulated imitated It
would argue mighty well for a young
mans desirability as a husband if he
could stand even one hatpin being thrust
into him without manifesting pain and
anger Such a man would not make
everybody miserable for the day by
complaining at breakfast that the but-
ter

¬

was strong and the coffee weak or
some of the other too usual grumblings
on the part of married men But when
we come to remember that he not only
endured one and even two pins uncom
plainingly and only yelled when the
third sought his interior our admira
tion for him exceeds bounds Young
ladies should have his photograph to
help them in selecting their future part
ners A man of that kind could be con-
fidently

¬

relied upon to walk with the
squalling baby during the stilly hours
of the night without saying things tend
ing to blast his childs moral nature dur
ing the rest of its life

The new jetties at tho mouth of
the Southwest Pass of the Mississippi
River will give to the South one of the
best harbors in the world These jet
ties were begun four years ago and
arc all much more substantially formed
than those which have done so much
good service at the South Pass which
were constructed by Capt Eads large
ly in the nature of an experiment
Rather they were to demonstrate the
correctness of Ms theories which had
been severely attacked by hydraulic
engineers The new Jetties one of
which is about three miles long and the
other four miles and about one half
mile distant from each other have
forced tho current of the Mississippi to
cour out a deep channel thru the bar

of mud The Mississippi River extends
its valley at the rate of 150 to 250
feet annually by depositing the mud
which it brings down from the long
length of the Missouri There will
another bar form at the mouth of the
now jetties but this will bo gradual
and will be taken care of by the ex-

tension
¬

of the jetties Tho new jet
ties have cost about 6000000 and
they will afford an entrance 1000 feet
wide and 35 feet deep to a splendid
harbor sufficient to accommodate all
tho vessels of the world

The more sensible of the British are
not at all disturbs by thf imor of a
few noisy advocates of self government
for India A recent meeting of these
advocates in a congress showed their
absolute inability to govern or to even
agree upon a form of Government They
showed themselves mere noisy talkers
each consumed with a desire to attract
attention The caste system in India Is
held to be fatal to tho development of
any real democracy or any ideas of
self government The high caste Hindu
treats those of lower castes as so far
beneath hhn as not to bo considered in
any social arrangement The very low ¬

est castes are not even regarded as hu-
man

¬

beings The Hindu has no love
for his country and absolutely no pa
triotism Ho has never heard of such
a thing as sacrificing himself for the
public good Like all Asiatic people he
is only Interested in getting what he
personally can get out of life and his
charity for others docs not extend be¬

yond his immediate family circles

A French Jury has condemned Mon- -

slour Gustave Hervc the Socialistic ed
itor to a years imprisonment and a
fine of 000 for his abuse of the French
army and his fiery denunciation of pa-
triotism

¬

as a degrading superstition
AVhile Herves incendiary doctrines are
obnoxious In the highest degree to all
who love good order it is a question
whether his imprisonment is wise It
Is always better to let Socialists talk
and write as much as they please If
they are left free to do this they will
destroy each other because each of
these intemperate advocates is con
sumed by his own hunger for notoriety
and he can bo depended upon to un
dermine or batter down all his rivals

Mr Bryan and Roger C Sullivan
have come to the conclusion that an in-

ternecine
¬

struggle would result disas-
trously

¬

for both of them and therefore
they have agreed upon a peace Bryan
will not oppose Sullivans re election as
the National Committeeman from Illi-
nois

¬

and Sullivan will in return give
the Illinois delegation to Bryan In
this deal Hearsts friends were left out
and they are threatening to oppose Sul-
livan

¬

It may be that they will think
better of it since every time that
Hearsts followers have come out into
the open to be counted they have lost
prestige

iafvrwvasrzywv jgjt jwgaayffffyigpp

PENINSULAR CAMPAIGN
Continued from page two

and down the plain as far as the eye
could reach tho camp fires lighted thewintry sky and around them were
gainercu groups of men muffled intheir long blue overcoats eagerly dis
cussing tho situation Xhere was no
outward sign of fear or doubt over the
terrible struggle in which we were about
to engage but many of us I know
thought of our loved ones at home and
in our hearts bade them a silent fnro- -
well

The nnttlrflelil
The Rappahannock River upon

whose banks we las- - runs In a south
easterly direction Back a distance of
about a mile rise the nights of Fred
ericksburg at the foot of which runs
tho railroad to Richmond Behind
the railroad embankment and upon
the nights were intrenched tho en ¬

emy About half way between the
bights and the river nearly parallel
with the latter runs the Bowling Green
Turnpike The right of our line of bat ¬

tle extended above the city We were
on the extreme left two miles below
At sunrise our brigade began to move
toward the turnpike We had scarcely
gone a dozen rods before the enemy
opened on us with shot and shell I
could not help laughing aloud to see
the Captain of my company dodge the
shells as they came over our heads
but I soon learned to do it myself AVe
double quicked to the turnpike where
we found shelter by lying flat upon our
faces while tho shells went bursting
over us with such horrible noises that
I hugged the ground for dear life It
was a wild scene The sharp rattle of
musketry the almost continuous boom ¬

ing of cannon the neighing of horses
the yells of the drivers and the sharp
commands mingling with the cries of
the wounded were enough to strike ter-
ror

¬

to the hearts of our younir soldiers
Our batteries rirplied to the fire of our
foes with a promptness and energy that
excited my admiration and the sharp
rattle of musketry told us that the bat
tle was In progress Aids and mounted
orderlies went dashing hither and
thither in hot haste to the various
commands and Generals and their
staffs were gathered in groups anxious ¬

ly scanning the enemys movements
through field glasses Great clouds of
smoke rolled over us like a burning
city and half obscured the columns of
men who were marching with quick
step in various directions swiftly
forming in the ranks or war Bugles
blared and drums beat and high above
the awful din arose the shrill cry of
some poor soul who had received a
mortal wound I know of no sound
so horrible as the fiendish singing of
the pieces of a bursted shell and the
wounds they make are usually fatal
The first one killed in our regiment
was a noble young fellow in my com-
pany

¬

He was struck in the back by
a spent cannon ball AVe had time to
give him a hasty burial before we
moved forward

The Order to Advance

About half past 1 p m came the
word to advance Between us and the
enemy a distance of half a mile lay
an open field where corn had been
planted tho preceding Summer The
ground frozen the night before and
thawed again at noon was miry and
treacherous- - and we often sank half-
way

¬

to our knees At intervals deep
ditches had been dug for drainage
Just before the order came for us to
advance Col Root the brigade
commander rode down the line
and spoke words of encour-
agement

¬

to us Boys dnt Judge
when but before he could fin
ish the sentence a shell whizzed so
close to his head that he himself
dodged very emphatically He added
with a laugh But you may dodge big
ones like that And we gave cheers
for our commander who if he would
dodge a shell was a brave man Now
our line moved forward a dozen yards
when the order came Halt Unsling
knapsacks Fix bayonets Then I
knew that we were to fight the enemy
with cold steel Before we had time
to execute the order to unsling knap-
sacks

¬

one man in my company was
divested of his by a movement not
found in any book on military tactics
A piece of shell struck his blanket
which was closely rolled and strapped
on the top of his knapsack just behind
the back of his neck and the moment-
um

¬

of the missile was such that for a
moment man and knapsack revolved
around each other and then they part ¬

ed company Again came the order
Forward The bullets now began to

sing angrily about our ears and our
men began to fall The one with whom
I touched elbows on my left was among
tho first victims The ball entered his
leg with a thud which I shall
never forget and he fell to the ground
with a cry of Im shot The com-
pany

¬

to which I belonged was the color
company and the two brave fellows
who carried the Hags as soon as the
order to move forward was given
stepped out of the ranks in advance of
the others and maintained that posi-
tion

¬

during the charge It was a dar-
ing

¬

deed for the enemys sharpshooters
always seek to pick off the color guard
They were soon made commissioned
officers for gallantry Down to this
time I had felt nervous and my knees
trembled and legs felt weak I ac-
knowledge

¬

that I was afraid but be-
ing

¬

afraid and yielding to fear are two
different things AVhen my mother
bade me good by the day my regiment
left for AVashington she put her hands
upon my head and said My son nev
er let me hear that you turned your
back to the enemy The remembrance
of that pale face and her command
were of themselves enough to make
one brave but I needed no such in-

centive
¬

for when I saw my comrades
falling on either side fear left me and
all my angry passions were aroused
The tears trickled down my cheeks
and I believe I could have fought a
whole army I was clear mad

We had traversed about half tho
distance between the turnpike and tho
enemy when we were obliged to pass
through a line of our troops who were
firing AVe halted and fired a dozen
or more rounds ourselves I remem
ber that while I was reloading my Or
derly Sergeant who was in rear of tho
company discharged his ritle The
muzzle was so near my ear that it stun-
ned

¬

be for a moment I clubbed my
rifle turned to him and above the din
of battle I cried George Bisbee if you
dare do that again Ill Here
a bullet whizzed so near my nose that
I did not finish the sentence Now
came tho order Cease firing And
then Charge bayonets Forward double--

quick AAe had now a quarter of
a mile of muddy ground to traverse
and deep ditches to leap down Into
and clamber up out of In the midst of
a terrible fire AVith each advancing
step the fire of the enemy increased
The air was filled with bursting shells
grape and canister and minic bullets
So thickly did they fall around us that
the dirt was constantly spattering In
my face Instinctively we bowed our
heads to this fierce storm as we swept
on Thcro were great gaps in our
ranks as one after another fell under
tho awful fire but thcro was no flinch-
ing

¬

no hesitation as with swift steps
and stern faces we moved across the
few remaining yards of ground toward
the long row of leveled rifles from
which wero belching forth smoke and
death Witli one fierce determined cry
our men went over the embankment
There was only a brief conflict the
enemy fled u pthc hill followed a short
distance by our troops

Knocked Out
But I never reached the Intrench

ment myself When wo were almost
upon it and I was grasping my rifle

tight and hoping that In a moment mygood bayonet should revenge somecomrnlii liliuii t ri i
upon the ground and heard Capt M a

oTru hut my uouy snout out tome Lay low boy And then I re¬
alized that T Un WAnnl1 i
row moments I lay perfectly still butsoon the pain fn my groin told me
where I was hit and I determined to
make a desperate effort to get off the

u iur x uiougni it very likely ourmen would be driven back again Idared nnt m nmlnr n A- - rnnu iiuuiiu luiI should faint Finding I could make
--- -- iustc ny using my rmo as anp l SIowl and painfully draggedmseir to the rear
ttJvim haltl1 was still raging behind

JhcHUKcd force and the shotand Vl r mvn batteries aswell the enemys were passing overmy heart making deafening nole Oneverv ship lav th- - iiomi i
and the groans and appeals for h lp

is jnuiui to near I reached thoturnnikc nt Inr mul iinn n- -

sheltering embankment I examine 1

inme-- ii nine m my injury i was over¬
joyed to find that the supposed u junrt
was only a very severe bruise Anarmy cup which I carried on the o it
side and a tin plate carried on iho
InSidf nf mv lin-nrwl- - 1- - - vuvn i in oiinii i
The force of the bullet was such that
ii naa uiKen a piece clean out of thecup which was made of very thick ma ¬
terial passed through the plate and the
hard tack In my h wersack it would
nnf fnTvO mtwli lil l nil r ii-

miiuvii mui nil iujji I JMIshort of my flesh I have the piece of
tup now i was sent to nnspltal ror a
few days until I could march again
I was sorry that necessity compelled

ic ii Ki ir yome rascal stole my
blanket and for the next week I sl pt
OUt Of dOOrs nil tho frfwnn rarl 11
nothing but my ordinarv clothing and
uvi rcuai on some or my young

friem7 tvrnTl iliini- - t -

hard to do that in December and t
iear nenner tney nor their mothers if
thev knew it v nnm Unn nnv r
expected the remnant of our regiment

as unven oacic trom the position thev
had so bravely and at such fearfulcost won AVhrn tbn rn nniL
ammunition had been fired awav andno fresh cartridges were sent them
thev could nnlv fall Implr Whot i- -

mistake for a General to charge an
enemy and then send no support to his
victorious legions not even ammuni-
tion

¬

while the rivers bank was lined
with fresh troops From the time the
regiment left the turnpike on the
charge until it returned was I think
less than an hour In that brief time
it lost more than one half Its numbers
My own company carried the colors and
uui iu was u per cent in Kineu anu
wounucu

Incidents
The following are incidents of the

battle which came under my personal
observation After the charge and
while we were lying on our faces a
piece of shell struck one of our boys
knapsack tore it open and lifted a pack
of cards intact high into the air
when they suddenly spread apart and
fell to the ground like a shower of Au-
tumn

¬

leaves One of our boys now
in the United States Treasury mount-
ed

¬

the enemys works A stalwart fel-
low

¬

sprang up and thrusting the rnuz
zle of his gun full in his face fired it
His face was burned and blackened by
the discharge but otherwise he was
uninjured and in an instant he thrust
his bayonet through the mans breast
Probably the man had neglected to
put the bullet In after charging his rifle
with powder

ISiumerous instances came to my no-
tice

¬

when In the excitement some
would put in the bullet end of cart
ridge first In some cases men were
known to load their guns three or four
times before firing Unless one has
had great experience and is very cool
he will fire too high Nine out of ten
bullets go over the heads of the enemy
and that Is why the officers are always
shouting Fire low boys fire low

Lieut A of my company wa3
saved by a tintype picture in his breast
pocket which caused the bullet to
glance off another by a pocket knife
There were few in the whole regiment
who did not receive a bullet hole
through some part of their clothing

Someyears ago I revisited the battle--

field The bodies of the fallen had
been gathered into the soldiers ceme-
tery

¬

just back of the city near the
deadly stone wall where the right of
our army fought I walked down the
turnpike to where we charged Na-
ture

¬

had obliterated nearly every sign
of the conflict and the miry field
across which we charged that eventful
December day was covered with wav ¬

ing corn The sun shone as clearly
the birds sang as sweetly and the
flowers bloomed as brightly as if that
field had never been plowed with shot
and shell and fertilized with the blood
of the brave -

To be continued

Department or Illioile Iolnntl O A It

The Department of Rhode Island G
A R held its Annual Encampment at
Providence R I Fob 13 The utmost
harmony prevailed and everything
passed off in a highly satisfactory man-
ner

¬

Commander AAilcox was ill and
not able to attend at the banquet in
the evening much to his and the com-
rades

¬

regret Commander-in-Chie- f Bur¬

ton was present and made the boys a
stirring address Speaker Burchard of
the House of Representatives read a
poem which got the boys right where
they lived Lieut Gov Ralph ATatrous
represented the State of Rhode Island
at the banquet Gen Brayton was pres-
ent

¬

and received much attention Tho
following officers were elected Com-
mander

¬

Am O Milne Newport S A

C Francello G Jillson AAoonsocket
J A C Rev Chas H Ewer Howard
The report of the Assistant Adjutant
General showed that the membership
Dec 31 1906 was 1398 since then
they had gained 102 members and lost
126 of which 78 were by death This
makes the membership now 1374 Bud
long Post of Westerly showed a gain
of 25 per cent in membership which
was the greatest In the Department but
Prescott Post of Providence had mado
the largest net gain by taking in 39
recruits while losing 15

Continental Money

Editor National Tribune I am a
constant reader of your valuable paper
and wish to ask a few questions 1
AVhy did the Continental money be-

come
¬

worthless 2 Did the United
States Government ever refuse to re-
deem

¬

this money on demand S J
Batchelder

The Continental money became abso ¬

lutely worthless for various reasons
and the United States never assumed
the payment of any portion of it In
the first place it was issued in enor-
mous

¬

quantities as the struggling Con-
tinental

¬

Government turned from ono
shift to another to get the means to
keep Its armies In the field Next It
was successfully counterfeited by tho
British and others with the counter-
feits

¬

being distinguishable by being on
better paper and better printed than
the genuine Next the Confederation
was a loose jointed affair with no cen-
tral

¬

power to maintain credit and col-
lect

¬

a revenue to meet obligations Tho
Continental currency became worthless
and was absolutely disregarded when
tho present Government was consti-
tuted

¬

in 1787 Editor National Trib-
une

¬

The 21st AV1

Secretary J H AAoodworth Appleton
Wis has issued the proceedings of th
20th Reunion of the 21st AAls at Apple
ton Wis in a neat pamphlet which
contains in addition the rosters of tho
survivors of the gallant old regiment


